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thizers—lay missionaries—dispersed in strong strategic posi-
tions in every Commune, whether village or township, through-
out France.1
The national vision of democracy might be abundantly
illustrated, in this particular facet, from the speeches, writings
and official instructions of the leading organizers of French
education. A few must suffice. Jules Ferry, in a circular letter
to the primary teachers explaining the meaning of the law of
1882 which required moral and civic teaching, emphasized the
role of the teacher as 'a natural aid to moral and social pro-
gress'. His task was sto prepare a generation of good citizens for
our country5. He must teach * those simple rules of moral con-
duct which are not less universally accepted than the rules of
language or of arithmetic3. Ferry's official programme of moral
education for children between eleven and thirteen includes
the following significant section on society.
 1.	The family: duties of parents and children; reciprocal duties of
masters and servants; the family spirit.
 2.	Society: necessity and benefits of society. Justice, the condition
of all society. Solidarity and human brotherhood. Alcoholism destroys
these sentiments little by little by destroying the mainspring of will
and of personal responsibility.
Application and development of the idea of justice: respect for
human life and liberty; respect for property: respect for the pledged
word; respect for the honour and reputation of others. Probity,
equity, loyalty, delicacy. Respect for the opinions and beliefs held by
others.
Applications and development of the idea of love or brotherhood.
Its varying degrees; duties of benevolence, gratitude, tolerance,
mercy, etc. Self-sacrifice, the highest form of love; show that it can
find a place in everyday life.
1 Gf. the valuable anthology of French theories of education in
F. Buisson and E. E. Farrington: French Educational Ideals of To-day
(1920), from which the quotations which follow are taken. The pur-
port of French education is admirably illustrated by the 'Digest of
typical textbooks in French schools for instruction in History, Morals
and Civics, Geography and Reading' in Garlton J. H. Hayes: op. cit.,
Appendix A. Also UOewre de la Troisieme Rtpublique (1945), Part
III.

